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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAEVIS 



1 1 . (currently amended) A weight adjustable rodent trap, comprising: 

2 a housing having a bottom wall and a top wall and defining an interior space; 

3 a ramp extending substantially between said bottom and top walls at an oblique angle. 

4 said ramp situated to define an entry opening adjacent said lop wall so as to 

5 enable a rodent to enter into said interior space through said entry opening, afier 

6 ascending said ramp; 

7 a platform fixedly mounted to said ramp adjacent said entry opening and extending into 

8 said interior space in a horizontal configuration, said platfonn having at least one 

9 metallic element situated fliereon; 

10 a trip board pivotally mounted in said interior space and movable between a set 

11 configuration atop said platform and a tripped configuration rotated relative to 

12 said platform, said trip board having a magnet positioned thereon that is 

13 magnetically attracted to said at least one metallic element for biasing said trip 

14 board toward said set configuration until a weight of said rodent is placed upon a 

15 portion of said trip board to cause said trip board to move to said tripped 

16 configuration; and 

17 means in said interior space beneath said trip board for containing said rodent, said 

18 rodent being deposited into said containing means when said trip board is moved 

19 to said tripped configuration by said rodent's weight thereon; 

20 wherein s aid platform defines a plurality of platform grooves spaced apart along said 

21 platform, each platform groove h aving a configuration for removablv receiving 

22 said at least one metallic element: 
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23 said trip board define s a plurality of trip board grooves spaced apart alontr aw^Pny 

24 oortion of said trip board, each of said trip board grooves corrcf^pondin^ ea a 

25 respective platform ^ove and having a conriearation for removably receiyng 

26 said magnet: 

27 wherein said contain mg means includes a container positioped in said interior spaee 

28 atop said bottom wall, said rodent being deposited into said containe r whan oM 

29 weight thereof is plac ed on said one portion of said trip board causing said tap 

30 board to move from said set configuration to said tripped configuratjon- 

31 wherein said ramp is pivotallv coupl ed to said bottom wall and movable between a 

32 closed con figuration enabling said rodent to ascend said ramp and an open 

33 configurati on for enabling user access to said container, said container being 

34 removable from said interior spac e when said ramp is at said open confipiiatioig 

35 arid 

36 means for locking said ramp in said closing configuratiop . 
1 2. (canceled) 

1 /• (original) The rodent trap as in claim 1 wherein said containing means 

2 includes a container positioned in said interior space atop said bottom' wall, said rodent being 

3 deposited mto said container when said weight thereof is placed on said one portion of said 

4 trip board causing said trip board to move from said set configuration to said tripped 

5 configuration. 

I 4. (canceled) 
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! S. (canceled) 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

1 ^ ^. (original) The rodent trap as in claim 1 wherein said containing means is a 

2 strip positioned in said interior space atop said bottom wall, said rodent being deposited oiiS» 

3 said glue strip when said weight thereof is placed on said one portion of said trip board 

4 said trip board is moved from said set configuration to said tripped configuration. 

1 ^ /^(cuirently amended) The rodent trap as in claim 1 iurtber comprising: 

2 a plurality of probes each having a generally arcuate configuration pivotally mounted 

3 in said interior space above said trip board , said plurali^ of probes being 

4 movable between a first configuration extending substantially between said top 

5 wall and said trip board and a second configuration rotatably displaced from 

6 first configuration such that rodent is enticed to urge said plurality of nrobea 

7 toward said second configiiratioii> said plurality of probes having shaip tips. 

8 respectivel v. that are slightly displaced from said trip board at said fiist 

9 configuration : 

10 whereby said plurality of probes are rotated from said first configuration to said second 

1 1 configuration by forward movement of said rodent and said rodent is discouraged 

12 from reversing course by said sharp tips. 

1 ^ (original) The rodent trap as in claim 7 fiirther comprising a stop member 

2 mounted in said interior space adjacent said plurality of probes for preventing said pliu^lity 

3 of probes fiom rotating toward said entry opening, whereby to prevent said rodent from 

4 reversing course and escaping afier first engaging said plurality of probes. 
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1 G (original) The rodent trap as in cJaim 1 further comprising: 

2 a side wall oppositely disposed from said ramp, said side wall having a panel that is 

3 removable from said side wall so as to provide selective access to said inteiior 

4 space; 

5 a bait container removably mounted to an interior surface of said panel; and 

6 wherein said top wall and said side wall define a plurality of apertures for enabling a 

7 scent &om said bait container to escape from said housing. 



I 



)/Q. (currently amended) The rodent trap as in claim 4-4^further comprising a 
2 handle coupled to said top wall of said housing for carrying said housing. 

1 Jn, (currently amended) The rodent trap as in claim 4-^ wherein an outer surface 

2 of said ramp includes a carpet layer; 

3 said rodent tran further comprising a front wall exte nding between said bottom wall and 

4 said top walL said front wall bein^ c onstructed of a transparent material . 
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I 

2 
3 
4 
5 



Jfi. (currently amended) A weight adjustable rodent trap, comprising: 
a housing having a bottom wall and a top wall and defining an interior space; 
a ramp extending substantially between said bottom and top walls at an oblique angle, 
said ramp situated to define an entry opening adjacent said top wall so as to 
enable a rodent to enter into said interior space through said entry opening aiier 

6 ascending said ramp; 

7 a platform fixedly mounted to said ramp adjacent said entry openir^ and extendiog into 

8 said interior space in a horizontal configuration, said platform having a metallic 

9 element simated thereon; 

10 means for selectively positioning said metallic element on said platform; 

11 a trip board pivotally mounted in said interior space and movable between a set 

12 configuration atop said platform and a tripped configuration rotated relative to 

1 3 said platform, said trip board having a magnet positioned thereon; 

14 means for selectively positioning said magnet on said trip board, whereby said magnet 

15 is magnetically attracted to said metallic element for biasing said trip board 

16 toward said set configuration until a weight of said rodent is placed upon a 

17 portion of said trip board causing said trip board to move to said tripped 

18 configuration; 

19 means in said interior space beneath said trip board for containing said rodent, said 

20 rodent being deposited into said containing means when said trip board is moved 

21 to said tripped configuTation by said rodent's weight thereon; 
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22 a plurality of probes pivoUilIy mounted in said interior space above said trip board* said 

23 plurality of probes being movable be^veen a first configuration exten(&ig 

24 substantially between said top wall and said trip board and a second configuratba 

25 rotatably displaced from said first configuration; end 

26 means for biasing said plurality of probes toward said first configuration, whereby said 

27 pIuraHCy of probes are rotated firom said first configuration to said seconi 

28 configuration by said rodent and said rodent is discouraged from reversing course 

29 as said plurality of probes are biased to retuin to said first configuration 

30 wherein said plurality of probes each include a generally arcuate tip that is sligfatlv 

31 displaced from said trip board when said plurality of probes are at said fn^ 

32 configuration such that said rodent is enticed to urge said plurality of probes 

33 toward said second configuration said each arcuate tip prodding said rodent in a 

34 forward direction along said trip board if said rodent attempts to reverse course 

35 and 

36 a stop member mounted in said interior space adjacent said phiralitv of probes for 

37 preventing said plurality of probes from rotating toward said entiv opening. 

38 whereby to prevent said rodent from reversing course and escaping after first 

39 engaging said plurality of probes . 
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1/1 ^ 

1 J^. (original) The rodent trap as in claim x wherein: 

2 said means for positioning said metallic element includes a plurality' of platfiBim 

3 grooves spaced apart along said platform, each platfonn groove having a 

4 configuration for removably receiving said metallic element; and 

5 said means for positioning said magnet includes a plurality of trip board grooves spaced 

6 apart along another portion of said trip board, each of said trip board grooves 

7 corresponding to a respective platform groove and having a configuratiDn for 

8 removably receiving said magnet. 

1 (orignial) The rodent trap as in claim /2 wherein said containing means 

2 includes a container positioned in said interior space atc^ said bottom wall, said container 

3 adapted to receive said rodent when said weight thereof is placed on said one portion of said 

4 trip board causing said trip board to move from said set configuration to said tripped 
3 configuration. 

(original) The rodent trap as in claim ^ wherein said ramp is pivotally 

2 coupled to said bottom wall and movable between a closed configuration enabling said rodent 

3 to ascend said ramp and an open configuration for enabling aser access to said container, said 

4 container being removable from said interior space when said ramp is at said open 

5 configuration. 

J j^, (original) The rodent trap as in claim Jf?' wherein said containing means is a 

2 glue strip positioned in said interior space atop said bottom wall, said rodent being deposited 

3 onto said ghie strip when said weight thereof is placed on said one portion of said trip boaid 

4 causing said trip board to move from said set configuration to said tripped configuration, 

8 
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I claims 17-19 (canceled) 

1 M (original) The rodent trap as in claim ^ further comprising: 

2 a side wall oppositely disposed from said ramp, said side wall having a panel that is 

3 removable from said side wall so as to provide selective access to said interior 

4 space; 

5 a bait container removably mounted to an interior surface of said panel; 

6 a front wall extending between said bottom wall and said top wall, said front wall being 

7 constructed of a transparent material; and 

8 wherein said top wall and said side wall define a plurality of apertures for enabling a 

9 scent from said bait container to escape from said housing. 



1 Jn, (newly added) The rodent trap as in clairayfiirther comprising: 

2 a side wall oppositely disposed from said ramp, said side wall having a panel diat is 

3 removable from said side wall so as to provide selective access to said interior 

4 space; 

5 a bait container removably mounted to an interior surface of said panel; and 

6 wherein said top wall and said side wall define a plurali^ of apertures for enabling a 

7 scent from said bait container to escape from said housing. 
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1 Ji. (newly added) A weight adjustable rodent trap, comprising:: 

2 a housing having a bottom wall and a top wall and defining an interior space; 

3 a ramp extending substantially between said bottom and top walls at an oblique ang^ 

4 said ranip situated to define an entry opening adjacent said top wall so as to 

5 enable a rodent to enter into said interior space through said entry opening after 

6 ascending said ran^); 

7 a platform fixedly mounted to said ramp adjacent said entry opening and extending into 

8 said interior space in a horizontal configuration, said platform having at least one 

9 metallic element situated thereon; 

to a trip board pivotally mounted in said interior space and movable between a set 

11 configuration atop said platform and a tripped configuration rotated relative to 

12 said platform, said trip board having a magnet positioned thereon that is 

13 magnetically attracted to said at least one metallic element for biasing said trip 

14 board toward said set configuration until a weight of said rodent is placed upon a 

15 portion of said trip board to cause said trip board to move to said tripped 

16 configuration; and 

17 means in said interior space benea^ said trip board for containing said rodent, said 
1 S rodent being deposited into said containing means when said trip board is moved 

19 to said tripped configuration by said rodent's weight thereon; 

20 wherein said platform defines a plurality of platform grooves spaced apart along said 

21 platform, each platform groove having a configuration for removably receiving 

22 said at least one metallic element; 

23 said trip board defines a plurali^ of trip board grooves spaced apart along another 

24 pordon of said trip board, each of said trip board grooves corresponding to a 
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25 respective platfonn groove and having a configuration for removably recetving 

26 said magnet; 

27 wherein said containing means includes a container positioned in said interior space 

28 atop said bottom wall, said rodent being deposited into said container when said 

29 weight thereof is placed on said one portion of said trip board causing said trip 

30 board to move from said set configuration to said tripped configuration; 

31 wherein said ramp is pivoially coupled to said bottom wall and movable between a 

32 closed configuration enabling said rodent to ascend said ramp and an open 

33 configuration for enablmg user access to said container, said container being 

34 removable from said interior space when said ramp is at said open configuzatioi^ 

35 • a side wall oppositely di^osed from said ramp, said side wall having a panel that is 

36 removable from said side wall so as to provide selective access to said interior 

37 space; 

38 a bait container removably mounted to an interior surface of said panel; 

39 a front wall extending between said bottom wall and said top wall, said front wall being 

40 constructed of a transparent material; 

41 wherein said top wall and said side wall define a plurality of apertures for enabling a 

42 scent from said bait container to escape from said housing; and 

43 wherein an oiiter surface of said ramp includes a carpet layer. 



11 



PACe 12/17* RCVD AT 2/24/2005 4:50: 17 PM [Eastem Standard TtmeJ • SVR;USPT&eFXRP-1M * ON1S:8729306 * C5ID:1 7852423308 " DURATION anin-S8):0S^ 



